
Ron Fox has organized a tri-chapter 

stein collector weekend which we hope 

will be an annual event.  Scheduled to be 

held on November 19th through 21st, 

this West Coast gathering will bring to-

gether members of the Pacific Stein 

Sammler from the northwest, the Erste 

Gruppe from southern California and our 

own Golden Gate Zecher, for what 

promises to be both educational and fun.  

Highlight of the weekend will be a live 

auction of some beautiful and rare steins.  

Be sure to make your reservations now 

for this fun-filled weekend in southern 

California!  In order to plan food and 

refreshments and to make this event 

enjoyable for you, please let us know if 

you plan to attend by contacting Dave 

Lowry by email dlowry@comcast.net, 

or phone 510-828-4333, or snailmail 

Dave at P.O. Box 4733, Hayward,CA 

94540, and if you havenôt done so, make 

your reservation now! 

Be sure to save this date: Saturday, 

December 4th!  You are invited to join 

your fellow DGG Zecher members in an 

end-of-year dinner at Teskeôs Germania 

in San Jose - one of the oldest and finest 

German restaurants in the Bay Area.  

Although the menu is still being devel-

oped by organizers Steve Morris and 

Julie Hughes, Steve tells me that we will 

have four entrée choices, along with 

salad, veggie, and dessert, and a no-host 

bar will be available to slake your thirst.  

Further details were not available in time 

for this newsletter, so look for an invita-

tion coming your way soon!  
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Nov 19-21 West Coast Gath-
ering and Auction, Hacienda 
Hotel, Los Angeles 
 
Dec  4 GG Zecher ð  Dinner 
at Teskeõs Germania, San 
Jose 
 
Dec 4 PSS - Waringõs, Bellevue, 
WA 
 
March 5, PSSñOõHaraõs, Port-
land, OR 
 
June PSSð weekend at 
Criswellõs in Redmond, OR 
 
September PSSð Waringõs BBQ 
in Bellevue, WA 

  



A Message from the President  

We have had a great year so far in 

2010.  We had enjoyable meetings, 
interesting programs, have seen some 
rare steins, and enjoyed great fellow-
ship at the Seavers home in Alameda , 
the Elliott home in Vallejo, and the Car-
valho home in San Jose. 

Although we will not have an "official" 
Zecher meeting in the latter part of this 
year, we still have great events planned 
during this time.  We are looking for-
ward to the West Coast Stein Auction 
event on Nov. 19-21 at the Hacienda 
Hotel in El Segundo, CA which is very 
close and convenient to LAX airport. 
Ron Fox is planning different events to 
make it a fun weekend! A stein sales 
room, talks by Master Steinologists, the 
main auction, buffets and a hospitality 
room are planned. In addition, we are 
all invited to an inter-chapter dinner 
with Erste Gruppe and Pacific Stein 
Sammler on Sat. 11/20 at the Marma-
lade Cafe (5:30-7:15pm) and a visit to 
Mark & Claire Fieger's home before the 
dinner. If you need more info on the 
dinner menu, contact me (phone 510-
8 2 8 - 4 3 3 3  o r  e m a i l 
drlowry@comcast.net). If we are at-
tending, we need to have our $25.00 
checks into Dick Hughes by Nov. 10th. 
Make the checks out to Mark Fieger. 

I encourage everyone to attend since a 
fun weekend WILL be had by all. Ron 
has put on a very successful event 
each year in the east. Let's ensure it 
can also be successful on the west 
coast so that we can have this type of 
event to look forward to in the future 
again. For those Zechers attending, let 
us wear our yellow polo type shirts dur-
ing the events so that we can assist in 
making everyone feel comfortable and 
interest new attendees in joining our 
chapters! We will need help at a mem-
bership table with copies of our news-

letters, informational sheets, etc. for 
this purpose. 

We also are planning a pre-holiday 
get together on Sat. Dec. 4th, since 
we will not have the "official" final 
Zecher meeting of the year, at a lo-
cal restaurant. Steve Morris and 
Julie Hughes are working on the de-
tails of this and will hopefully inform 
us in this issue of the newsletter.   

To get the word out there regarding 
the great club/chapter that we have, 
the business cards and informational 
sheets are available to any member. 
If you would like any for your per-
sonal use please let me know. 

We need help in filling a couple of 
vacancies in a slate of officers for 
next year - we will need a Vice 
President and a Secretary. After the 
general membership meeting on 
Sat. Aug. 14th, Sage Gunderson 
stepped forward and said that he will 
take over from Ken Wasson as His-
torian next year.  We appreciate 
your stepping forward Sage, and 
especially the great job that Ken has 
done in this capacity! 

How about also opening your home 
in the future for a Zecher meeting or 
being a speaker on your favorite 
stein(s) at a future meeting? Chuck 
Schoppe would also appreciate arti-
cles for upcoming issues of the 
newsletter. Remember that this is 
OUR club and we all can make it a 
success by helping out. 

Until our next event, take care and 
think Zecher! 

  Dave 
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òWe need help in 

filling a couple of 
vacancies in a 
slate of officers 
for next year - we 
will need a Vice 
President and a 
Secretary. ó 

Dave Lowry 



Heinrich Schlitt on a Non -Mettlach Stein  
by George Schamberger   
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On my recent yearly summer travels to Germany 

and Switzerland, I was surprised to find a non-

Mettlach 1L. stein with this famous Heinrich 

Schlitt dwarf design. With only a mold Nr. 480 to 

go on,  I could not identify the maker. However, it 

does have a distinct handle. In the middle there is 

a what looks like a finger ring with a round stone 

joined by two leaves. With a little detective work 

and some help from Frank Loevi in examining 

steins with similar handles, it appears that this 

stein may have been made by Matthias Girm-

scheid. See the two handles from known Girm-

scheid steins on the left in the figure below, com-

pared to the handle on this stein shown on the far 

right.   

This version is more complete than the Mettlach 

version (Catalog number 2133, shown to the left), 

since it has a verse of what the gnome is thinking 

to himself: ñVon dem Stoff mºcht ich mich zu todt 

trinkenò  This translates as: "From this stuff 

(meaning beer) I would like to drink myself to 

death"  Obviously the gnome didnôt mean it, since 

he seems to be alive and well. I assume the design 

was sanctioned by H. Schlitt, since this stein was 

made during his lifetime.    

Editorõs Note:  This story with 

pictures was taken from the SCI web-

site, and was featured as the October 

òFeatured Steinó.  If you are not 

checking into the SCI website on a 

regular basis you are missing out on a 

wealth of information and a valuable 

resource.  And for you SCI members, 

the òMembers Onlyó section contains 

information just for you.   

Check it our today by pointing your 

browser to: www.steincollectors.org 
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2010 SCI Convention Highlights  

Hosted by the Carolina Steiners, the convention was held in Myrtle Beach, So. Carolina.  

Pre-convention activities kicked off the event on Monday, September 6 with a tour of 

Brookgreen Gardens, and a dinner show ñDixie Stampedeò.  A welcome reception at the 

Ripley Aquarium featured an aquatic panorama surrounding a hors dôoeuvre buffet.  The 

convention convened on Thursday with the general membership meeting, an interesting 

presentation on ñExcavation of Early German Stoneware in Colonial Jamestownò, and a 

presentation on ñRegimental Steins of the Kaiserôs Calvaryò.  The evening dinner theme 

was ñGerman Night, Carolina Styleò which featured a BBQ!  King and Queen for the eve-

ning were Jim and Rita Hackmiller. 

Friday was filled with several great speakers and round-table discussions, and everyone 

came away better educated about the hobby.  The evening provided many with the opportu-

nity to attend the Carolina Opryôs ñGood Vibrationsò. 

 

Jim & Rita Hackmiller  

Photo courtesy of Thoroughbred Stein Verein 

A ñStump the Steinologistò panel kicked off 

the final day, followed by more presentations 

and round-table sessions.  The day ended with 

a great beach party, again Carolina-style. 

Our Zecher president Dave Lowry was elected 

to the office of SCI Secretary, and special 

awards were presented by Exec. Director 

Dave Bruha to: Master Steinologist ï George 

Schamberger; Jack Lowenstein Prosit Editorôs 

Award ï Steve Johnston; SCI Service Recog-

nition Award ï Chris Wheeler; Gemutlichkeit 

Award ï Joann Ellis; and Miss Beerstein ï 

Margie Brune; and a well-deserved Lifetime 

SCI Membership to Walt Vogdes.  Congratu-

lations and thanks to these great members and 

also to the Carolina Steiners for a successful 

convention!  George Schamberger, Master Steinologist 

Joann Ellis receives Gemutlichkeit Award 

Photos courtesy of SCI website 

Dave Bruha presents Service Awards to John Strassberger (L) and John Kelly 



A Day with Gene and Marie Carvalho  

Our August Zecher meeting was held at the Carvalho home in San Jose.  Gene and Marie are excellent 

and welcoming hosts, and their collections of regimental and Mettlach beer steins, antiques, and related ob-

jects dô art arranged in their home setting makes a visit there a real joy.  This editor, being a ñcar guyò, es-

pecially liked Geneôs ô32 Ford!  We were joined by Erste Gruppe president Mark Fieger and wife Claire. 

Steve Morrisô presentation on Ernst Bohneôs Character Steins was both entertaining and enlightening, after 

which we all enjoyed a sumptuous meal!  Thank you, Gene and Marie, for a wonderful day and to Steve for 

your Ernst Bohne presentation!    
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WowñGeneõs collection just blows me away! 

No Dick, I keep telling you, itõs not for sale! 

OK, Letõs get the meeting startedñIõm getting hungry! 

So, how did you and Steve get into the hobby? 

Photos by Chuck Schoppe 



The History of Oktoberfest  

War I; and in 1923 and 

1924 due to massive infla-

tion; and again during 

World War II from 1939 to 

1945. It has also been can-

celled due to cholera epi-

demics. 

The Oktoberfest today, 
not just for Germans any 

longer, is now the largest 

festival in the world, with 

an international flavor characteristic of the 21th cen-

tury. Some 6 million visitors from all around the world 

converge on the Oktoberfest each year, and since the 

Oktoberfest is still held on the Theresienwiese, the lo-

cals still refer to the event simply as the "Wies'n". Even 

though close to 70,000 seats await you in solid wood 

frame mega-tents it is sometimes difficult to find a 

place. Fourteen local breweries are the hosts and con-

tractors of the beer halls. The Oktoberfest beer is a 

stronger ("bock") beer brewed specially for the occa-

sion. Most impressive is the strength and stamina of the 

people that serve the thirsty and hungry crowds. Wait-

resses that could easily knock out any female body 

builder have to fight off sometimes over-anxious cus-

tomers and push their way through howling and sway-

ing crowds, fully loaded with at least 5 Maß in each 

hand. These often well-endowed ladies will not hesitate 

using all their attributes to help balance the 40 to 60 

pounds of foaming brew through the long and treacher-

ous aisles. Good advice: be kind and tip generously! 
 

It all began with the Royal Wedding 

when Crown Prince Ludwig, later to become King 

Ludwig I, was married to Princess Therese of Saxony-

Hildburghausen on 12th October 1810. The citizens of 

Munich were invited to attend the festivities held on 

the fields in front of the city gates to celebrate the 

happy royal event. The area was named Theresien-

wiese ("Theresa's fields") in honor of the Crown Prin-

cess, although the locals have since abbreviated the 

name simply to the "Wies'n".  

Horse races in the presence of the Royal Family 

marked the close of the event that was celebrated as a 

festival for the whole of Bavaria. The decision to re-

peat the horse races in the subsequent year gave rise to 

the tradition of the Oktoberfest.  

The Oktoberfest continues in 1811 
An added 

feature to 

the horse 

races was 

the first Ag-

r i c u l t u r a l 

Show, de-

signed to 

boost Bavar-

ian agricul-

ture.  The 

horse races, 

which were the oldest and, at one time, the most popu-

lar event of the festival are no longer held today. But 

the Agricultural Show is still held every three years 

during the Oktoberfest.  

In the first few decades the choice of amusements was 

sparse. The first carousel and two swings were set up 

in 1818. Visitors were able to quench their thirst at 

small beer stands which grew rapidly in number. In 

1896 the beer stands were replaced by the first beer 

tents set up by enterprising landlords with the backing 

of the breweries. 

The remainder of the festival site was taken up by a 

fun-fair. The range of carousels and thrill-rides was 

already increasing rapidly in the 1870s as the fair-

ground trade continued to grow and develop.   

Although 2010 marks the 200th anniversary of the Ok-

toberfest, this big party has been cancelled 24 times.  

From 1914 to 1918, it was cancelled during World 
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